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CLEARING EXPLAINED

Public 

Your chance to find an opportunity; Clearing 

runs between 2 July – 19  October.

If you don’t have any offers, aren’t waiting on 

decisions, or have declined all your offers, 

your application will show that you’re in 

Clearing.

You’ll also see personalised course 

suggestions to help you find matches.

Before you add a Clearing choice, make sure 

you’ve spoken to the university or college 

first.
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HOW CLEARING WORKS

Public 

1

Research options

• Explore available courses on UCAS.

• Check course details and entry requirements.   

2

Make contact

• Contact universities and colleges you're interested in.

• Ask about availability and discuss your application. 

3

Get offers 

• Receive offers (you can get more than one). 

• Compare and decide which is best for you. 

4

Add your choice

• Choose one course to add to your application.

• Be sure to do this within the time limit given. 

5

Confirmation

• The university or college reviews your full UCAS application.

• If all good – you’re officially placed on the course 

If unsuccessful, 
you can start 

again.
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Clearing opens on 2 July, if you’re eligible you 
can add a choice once you have your results. 

On UK results days you can add a choice from:

• 10:00 on Qualifications Scotland results day

• 13:00 on JCQ Level 3 results day

*All timings are UK time

ADDING A 
CLEARING CHOICE

Public
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5 STEPS TO PREP

Public 

Taking a few 
minutes to list 
courses you would 
be interested in.

This can help you 
feel more prepared 
if you choose to 
use Clearing. 

Check the best 
way to contact 
each university or 
college ahead of 
time. 

Check out their 
Clearing 
webpages for 
details. 

Have a few notes 

on why the course 

interests you, plus 

your grades (and 

personal 

statement if 

useful).

Have questions 
ready about 
location, 
accommodation, 
student life, and 
bursaries to help 
you find the right 
fit.

It’s also useful to 
ask if you can 
visit the campus? 

Remember 
universities and 
colleges want to 
speak to you, not 
your parents or 
anyone else.

Being prepared 
helps you take the 
lead and make 
confident 
decisions. 

MAKE A LIST OF 
TOP CHOICES

KNOW HOW TO 
CONTACT

KNOW WHY YOU 
WANT IT

WHAT MATTERS 
TO YOU

TAKE CONTROL
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ucas.com/Clearing 
for top tips and 
more info.

Check out ‘The 
Ultimate Guide to 
Clearing’.  H
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 UK number 

0371 468 0 468

From outside the 
UK:

+44 330 3330 230
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Follow us on TikTok 
and YouTube.

Send us a direct 
message on 
Facebook, 
Instagram or X. 

@ucas_online 
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HOW CAN WE HELP?

Public

 

 

    

https://www.ucas.com/applying/af
ter-you-apply/clearing-and-
results-day  

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-
training/toolkits/confirmation-and-clearing-adviser-
toolkit/confirmation-and-clearing-the-
essentials#students-options-throughout-
confirmation-and-clearing  

https://www.ucas.com/applying/after-you-apply/clearing-and-results-day
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Ollscoile Uladh 

https://www.ulster.ac.uk/studentadministration/contacts/admissions-office-contacts  

 

 

 

 

https://www.ulster.ac.uk/studentadministration/contacts/admissions-office-contacts


 

 

 

https://www.qub.ac.uk/new-students/AdmissionsContacts/  

 

 

 

Bí cinnte go bhfuil an t-eolas seo agat. 

 

 

  

https://www.qub.ac.uk/new-students/AdmissionsContacts/


 

 

https://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/  

  

 

 

 

  

https://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/


 

Roghanna eile 

 

We are planning a "What's Next?" event on Wednesday 26th August 2026 from 

1pm–3pm at 2 Royal Avenue, Belfast (Old Tesco’s beside Primark) 

This event aims to support young people (Years 12, 13 and 14) who have received 

their GCSE or A-Level results and are considering their next steps. 

We are bringing together further and higher education providers, alternative 

education providers, training centres.  DfE Careers Service will be in attendance to 

support young people at this crucial stage. 

 

Hosted by: Young Social Innovators, Falls Road Jobs and Benefits office in 

collaboration with Belfast City Council. 

 

 

 

https://www.gaelchursai.com/  

02890438771 

 

 

 

 

https://www.workforceonline.org/  

02890247016  

 

 

 

https://people-1st.co.uk/  

028 9066 9669 

 

 

https://www.gaelchursai.com/
https://www.workforceonline.org/
https://people-1st.co.uk/
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